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§80.327 Urgency signals.

(a) The urgency signal indicates that
the calling station has a very urgent
message to transmit concerning the
safety of a ship, aircraft, or other vehi-
cle, or the safety of a person. The ur-
gency signal must be sent only on the
authority of the master or person re-
sponsible for the mobile station.

(b) In radiotelegraphy, the urgency
signal consists of three repetitions of
the group XXX, sent with the individ-
ual letters of each group, and the suc-
cessive groups clearly separated from
each other. It must be transmitted be-
fore the call.

(¢) In radiotelephony, the urgency
signal consists of three oral repetitions
of the group of words PAN PAN trans-
mitted before the call.

(d) The urgency signal has priority
over all other communications except
distress. All mobile and land stations
which hear it must not interfere with
the transmission of the message which
follows the urgency signal.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35245, Sept. 18, 1987]

§80.328 Urgency message.

(a) The urgency signal and call, and
the message following it, must be sent
on one of the international distress fre-
quencies. Stations which cannot trans-
mit on a distress frequency may use
any other available frequency on which
attention might be attracted.

(b) Mobile stations which hear the
urgency signal must continue to listen
for at least three minutes. At the end
of this period, if no urgency message
has been heard, they may resume their
normal service. However, land and mo-
bile stations which are in communica-
tion on frequencies other than those
used for the transmission of the ur-
gency signal and of the call which fol-
lows it may continue their normal
work without interruption provided
the urgency message is not addressed
“to all stations™.

(c) When the urgency signal has been
sent before transmitting a message ‘‘to
all stations’ which calls for action by
the stations receiving the message, the
station responsible for its transmission
must cancel it as soon as it knows that
action is no longer necessary. This

79

§80.331

message of cancellation must likewise
be addressed ‘‘to all stations”.

§80.329 Safety signals.

(a) The safety signal indicates that
the station is about to transmit a mes-
sage concerning the safety of naviga-
tion or giving important meteorologi-
cal warnings.

(b) In radiotelegraphy, the safety sig-
nal consists of three repetitions of the
group TTT, sent with the individual
letters of each group, and the succes-
sive groups clearly separated from each
other. It must be sent before the call.

() In radiotelephony, the safety sig-
nal consists of the word SECURITE,
pronounced as in French, spoken three
times and transmitted before the call.

(d) The safety signal and call must be
sent on one of the international dis-
tress frequencies (500 kHz or 8364 kHz
radiotelegraph; 2182 kHz or 156.8 MHz
radiotelephone). Stations which cannot
transmit on a distress frequency may
use any other available frequency on
which attention might be attracted.

§80.330 Safety message.

(a) The safety signal and call must be
followed by the safety message. Where
practicable, the safety message should
be sent on a working frequency, and a
suitable announcement to this effect
must be made at the end of the call.

(b) Except for the cases mentioned in
paragraph (c) of this section, the safety
signal when sent on the frequency 500
kHz must be transmitted toward the
end of the first available silence period;
the safety message must be transmit-
ted immediately after the silence pe-
riod.

(c) Messages about meteorological
warnings, of cyclones, dangerous ice,
dangerous wrecks, or any other immi-
nent danger to marine navigation must
be preceded by the safety signal.

(d) Stations hearing the safety signal
must not make any transmission likely
to interfere with the message.

§80.331 Bridge-to-bridge
tion procedure.

(a) Vessels subject to the Bridge-to-
Bridge Act transmitting on the des-
ignated navigational frequency must
conduct communications in a format
similar to those given below:

communica-
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